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1 PASO ROBLES SUBBASIN BACKGROUND AND DISTRICT VISION STATEMENT 

1.1 Paso Robles Subbasin  

The Paso Robles Area Subbasin of the Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin (locally referred to as 
the Paso Robles Subbasin) lies in northern San Luis Obispo County following boundary 
modifications which removed the portion in Monterey County in early 2019. The subbasin is 
bounded by the Santa Lucia Range on the west, the La Panza Range on the South, and the Temblor 
and Diablo Ranges on the east. The basin overlies approximately 436,000 acres (681 square miles).   

1.2 Paso Robles Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) 

A Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) was prepared that fulfills the requirements of the 
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) for the Paso Robles Subbasin of the Salinas 
Valley Basin. The goal of the GSP is to sustainably manage the groundwater resources of the Paso 
Robles Subbasin for long-term community financial and environmental benefit of Subbasin users. 
The GSP outlines the approach to achieve a sustainable groundwater resource free of undesirable 
results within 20 years, while maintaining the unique cultural, community, and business aspects 
of the Subbasin. It is the express goal of the Groundwater Service Areas (GSAs) to balance the 
needs of all groundwater users in the Subbasin, within the sustainable limits of the Subbasin’s 
resources. The GSP covers the entire Paso Robles Subbasin and was jointly developed by four 
Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs):  

 City of Paso Robles GSA  

 Paso Basin - County of San Luis Obispo GSA  

 San Miguel Community Services District (CSD) GSA  

 Shandon - San Juan Water District GSA  

The GSAs submitted the first draft of the Paso Robles Subbasin GSP to the California Department 
of Water Resources (DWR) in January 2021.  After a round of corrections, the GSP was 
resubmitted to DWR in June of 2022.  In June of 2023 DWR approved the GSP1 for the Salinas 
Valley Paso Robles Subbasin.   

The Estrella-El Pomar-Creston Water District (EPCWD) was formed in 2017 and was indirectly 
involved in development of the GSP through participation in public comment. On June 6, 2023, 
the EPCWD officially became a GSA in the Paso Robles Subbasin.  Figure 1 shows the extent of 
the Paso Robles Subbasin and the location of the five GSAs. 

The five GSA’s collaborate and cost share under the terms of an MOA that established the Paso 
Basin Cooperative Committee (PBCC).  To provide for consistent and effective communication 
among the GSAs, each GSA agreed to designate one PBCC member to conduct activities related 
to GSP development and SGMA implementation.  Each PBCC Member represents their respective 
GSA in the development of a recommended GSP that will be considered for adoption by each 

 
1 The approved GSP can be viewed electronically via the Department of Water Resources (DWR): 
https://sgma.water.ca.gov/portal/gsp/preview/35  
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individual GSA and subsequently submitted to DWR for approval.  Since approval of the GSP by 
DWR, the PBCC continues to work together to meet objectives outlined in the GSP.  The GSA’s 
are currently working to formalize a more permanent and centralized governance structure, that 
will likely be a JPA tasked with implementation of the GSP, including the collection and 
deployment of extraction fees.   

1.3 Paso Robles Subbasin Annual Reports 

Pursuant to SGMA and GSP regulations, Annual Reports have been prepared and submitted to 
DWR annually.  The First Annual Report for the Paso Robles Area Subbasin of the Salinas Valley 
Groundwater Basin was filed in February 2020 for the years 2017-2019 and subsequent Annual 
Reports have been filed for 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023.   

The GSP Annual Reports contain information regarding the Subbasin, groundwater elevations, 
extractions, a summary of water use, changes in groundwater storage and present progress towards 
basin sustainability.  Progress toward basin sustainability is dependent on GSAs implementing 
projects and actions.   
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Figure 1. Map of Groundwater Sustainability Agencies  
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1.4 Shandon-San Juan Water District Application to Appropriate Water 

To work towards achieving basin sustainability, the Shandon-San Juan Water District (SSJWD) is 
submitting water right Application(s) to divert unappropriated streamflow in the Salinas River 
Watershed for the purposes of recharging the Paso Robles Subbasin.  These Application(s) are 
developed in an effort to create projects and meet basin wide goals pursuant to the GSP.  Section(s) 
9.3, Basin-Wide Management Actions, and Section 9.5, Projects, from the GSP reference the basis 
for these Applications.  

Section 9.3 from the Paso Robles Subbasin GSP lists basin wide management actions, including 
promoting stormwater capture.   Section 9.3.3 from the GSP describes stormwater capture in more 
details.  Specifically, the Paso Robles Subbasin GSP states:  

…stormwater capture activities involves recharge of unallocated storm flows.  These 
actions require temporary diversions of storm flows from streams, and transport of those 
flows to recharge locations.2 

Section 9.5, Projects, from the Paso Robles Subbasin GSP lists projects to make new water 
supplies available to the Subbasin.   

There are six potential sources of water for projects3: 

1. Tertiary treated wastewater supplied and sold by City of Paso Robles and the San 
Miguel CSD to private groundwater extractors to use in lieu of groundwater. This 
water is commonly referred to as recycled water (RW). 

2. State Water Project (SWP) water 
3. Nacimiento Water Project (NWP) water 
4. Salinas Dam/Santa Margarita Reservoir water 
5. Local recycled water 
6. Flood flows/stormwater from local rivers and streams 

On January 25, 2021 SSJWD submitted two water right Applications to the SWRCB for the 
purpose of capturing stormwater for groundwater recharge.  Water Right Application A033189 is 
to divert 14,000 acre-feet per year (AFY) of unallocated Salinas River water from Santa Margarita 
Lake via a proposed pipeline to Huer Huero Creek for groundwater recharge and underground 
storage.  Surface water diverted would be infiltrated to storage in the underlying Paso Robles 
Subbasin using the Huer Huero Creek streambed.  Water stored underground would be extracted 
by overlying wells within the Subbasin for agricultural irrigation use within a 12-month period.  A 
detailed description of this Project is provided below.   

Water right Application A033190 is to divert 14,000 AFY of unallocated Salinas River water from 
Lake Nacimiento to the Nacimiento Pipeline to two proposed pipelines (Wellsona Road Pipeline 
and Creston Road Pipeline).  Water diverted to the proposed pipelines would be conveyed to the 
Estrella River and Huer Huero Creek for groundwater recharge and underground storage for 

 
2 Paso Robles Subbasin GSP June 2022 Section 9.3.3 https://sgma.water.ca.gov/portal/gsp/preview/35 
3 Paso Robles Subbasin GSP June 2022 Section 9.5 https://sgma.water.ca.gov/portal/gsp/preview/35 
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agricultural irrigation use and stock watering within a 12-month period. A detailed description of 
this Project is included as Attachment No. 1 with Application A033190.   

In summary, Salinas River watershed unallocated flood flows that normally would pass through 
Lake Nacimiento and Santa Margarita Lake during high flow events would be diverted and 
discharged into creek beds. The creek beds will act as groundwater “recharge facilities” to the 
underlying Paso Robles Subbasin.  The recharged water would later be recovered for agricultural 
use in the Subbasin.   

The concepts that formed the basis for the proposed Project are listed in the GSP as one of the 
basin wide management actions (Section 9.3) and also as a project (Section 9.5). The benefits of 
recharging the Paso Robles Subbasin with unallocated flood flows from this Project would be 
shared by all groundwater users within the Subbasin.  SSJWD envisions that the remaining 
member GSAs will recognize the benefits of the proposed project and participate as stakeholders 
in developing the Project to completion.   

In conjunction with the Applications to appropriate water, SSJWD submitted filing fees in the 
amount of $421,700.00 to the SWRCB ($210,850.00 per Application). 

1.5 Shandon-San Juan Vision Statement 

The Shandon-San Juan District, as a Groundwater Sustainability Agency working in partnership 
with the County of San Luis Obispo, City of Paso Robles, San Miguel Community Services 
District and the Estrella-El Pomar-Creston Water District, envisages its applications for 
supplemental water to play a significant role in meeting the sustainability requirements of SGMA.  
The District ultimately desires and intends that their water right applications benefit everyone in 
the Paso Robles Groundwater Subbasin.  Ultimately, the construction and implementation of this 
recharge project will best achieve their vision if it becomes a joint project of the five GSA’s, or 
their Joint Powers Authority, which is currently under discussion.  
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2 APPLICATION A033189 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Shandon-San Juan Water District (SSJWD) is applying to divert up to 14,000 AFY of flood flows 
from the Salinas River in San Luis Obispo County from Santa Margarita Lake to underground 
storage during the period January 1 through May 14.  SSJWD would divert “flood flows” or 
unappropriated water that otherwise would be released from Salinas Dam during high flow events.  
SSJWD would construct a pipeline at Santa Margarita Lake4 whereby SSJWD conveys surface 
flows to underground storage from Santa Margarita Lake to Huer Huero Creek, where the water 
will infiltrate into the underlying Paso Robles Subbasin for groundwater storage. The diverted 
surface flows would recharge the underlying Paso Robles Subbasin basin via percolation in the 
stream channel.  The region within Huer Huero Creek selected for recharge is identified as having 
high recharge rates, and it is in an area where the aquifer is depleted.  Additional details about the 
groundwater storage component of the Project can be found in the Underground Storage 
Supplement (USS)—see Attachment 2. 

A preliminary seasonal analysis of select high flow years demonstrates water is available for the 
Project (See Attachment 3—Water Availability Analysis (WAA)).  In 1993, 1995, 1997, 1998, 
2005, 2006, 2011 and 2023 the full 14,000 AF of water is potentially available seasonally for 
diversion to underground storage after all other senior water demands in the Salinas River below 
Salinas Dam have been met.    

Water stored underground would be extracted by overlying permitted wells within the Subbasin 
for agricultural irrigation use within a 12-month period for the purposes of meeting agricultural 
irrigation demands.  Table 1 shows groundwater extractions by water use sector for the Paso 
Robles Subbasin for the period 2017 through 2023.  Agricultural groundwater use within the 
subbasin exceeds the proposed maximum amount of water that would be diverted to underground 
storage in a season.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4 Maps displaying the contour and area capacity curve for Santa Margarita Reservoir (Salinas Dam) are on file with 
the SWRCB- Division of Water Rights under application number A010216. 
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Table 1. Groundwater Extractions from Paso Robles Subbasin  
Water Year 2023 Annual Report 

 

Source:  
Table ES-1 from FINAL Paso Robles Subbasin Water Year 2023 Annual Report (GSI Water Solutions, 
Inc. 2024) https://www.slocounty.ca.gov/departments/groundwater-sustainability/forms-documents/paso-
robles-groundwater-basin/annual-reports/wy-2023-gsp-annual-report/final-annual-report-dwr-
submittal/paso-subbasin-wy-2023-ar_final_complete 

 

SSJWD relies solely on groundwater to meet its irrigation demands.  An estimate of annual 
agricultural water demands by crop type and sub area are summarized in Table 2.  SSJWD annual 
water demands exceed the proposed maximum amount of water that would be diverted to 
underground storage in a season.  
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Table 2. Annual SSJWD Agricultural Water Demands 

Subbasin Crop Acres 
Crop Duty 

(AFA) 

Water 
Demand 
(AFY) 

Irrigation 
Method 

San Juan alfalfa              465                4.5         2,092.5  sprinkler 
 citrus                  8                2.3              18.4  drip 
 pasture              562                4.8         2,697.6  sprinkler 
 vegetables              717                2.5         1,792.5  sprinkler 
 wine grapes           3,597                1.5         5,395.5  drip 

San Juan Total             5,349         11,996.5    

Shandon alfalfa              139                4.5            625.5  sprinkler 
 citrus                19                2.3              43.7  drip 
 deciduous                  2                3.5                7.0  drip 
 nursery                44                2.5            110.0  drip 
 pasture              144                4.8            691.2  sprinkler 
 table grapes           1,114                3.5         3,899.0  drip 
 vegetables              796                2.5         1,990.0  sprinkler 
 wine grapes           5,011                1.5         7,516.5  drip 

Shandon Total             7,269         14,882.9    
      

Shandon San Juan Total         12,618         26,879.4    

Source: SSJWD 
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3 RIGHT OF ACCESS 

SSJWD does not own any of the land where water will be diverted, transported or recharged.  The 
following elements of the Project will require access. 

3.1 Santa Margarita Reservoir and Salinas Dam 

Salinas Dam is owned by the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), which jointly 
holds Santa Margarita Reservoir water rights permits with the City of San Luis Obispo (City of 
SLO). The USACE leases the dam to the San Luis Obispo Flood Control District, who oversees 
its operation and maintenance, including water delivery to the City of SLO (Paso Robles Subbasin 
WY 2023 Annual Report, GSI Water Solutions).   To construct the facilities needed to divert excess 
flows from Santa Margarita Reservoir to a nearby site for groundwater recharge, access would 
need to be obtained from USACE and possibly San Luis Obispo Flood Control District.  SSJWD 
Board Members Matthew Turrentine and Steve Sinton are conducting outreach with San Luis 
Obispo County Board of Supervisors and the Flood Control District.  The project description and 
details are being conveyed to local decision makers.  See Exhibit 1 SSJWD Letter to SWRCB re: 
Application A033189 and Application A033190.   

3.2 Santa Margarita Reservoir Pipeline & Huer Huero Creek Recharge Facilities  

In order to construct a pipeline from Santa Margarita Reservoir to the proposed Huer Huero Creek 
recharge site, SSJWD will need to gain right of access or easements from all land owners whose 
parcels are potentially affected by the proposed pipeline and groundwater recharge site. 

Figure 2, Map of Impacted Parcels, shows the proposed pipeline alignment and all parcels 
potentially affected.  Exhibit 2, Potentially Impacted Parcels, is a detailed summary of all 
potentially affected landowners including their APNs, and mailing information. SSJWD will take 
the following steps to gain right of access or easements to the parcels: 

1. Notify landowner via certified mail to negotiate right of access.   

2. SSJWD intends to agendize regular board meetings to discuss potential pipeline alignments 
to minimize landowner impacts, garner support and to minimize potential landowner 
impacts from proposed pipeline alignment, installation and operations.  
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Figure 2. Map of Impacted Parcels 
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Exhibit 1. SSJWD Letter to SWRCB re: Application A033189 and 
Application A033190  



  SHANDON-SAN JUAN WATER DISTRICT     
  SHANDON-SAN JUAN GSA 

 
 

 
July 24, 2024 
 
Mr. Greg Brown 
Mr. Mike Conway 
State Water Resources Control Board 
Division of Water Rights 
P.O. Box 2000, Sacramento, CA 95812-2000 
(Sent electronically) 
 
SUBJECT:  Application A033189 and Application A033190 
 
Dear Mr. Brown and Mr. Conway: 
 
The Shandon San Juan Water District (District) provides the following information 
and updates in response to your review of the District’s above referenced 
application wherein you stated that our District needs to provide written 
documentation regarding steps the District is taking to show we are working on 
obtaining access to the facilities where we are proposing to divert water to 
underground storage.    The District has identified the following agencies associated 
with the Salinas Dam:  United States Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), the City of San 
Luis Obispo (City) and the San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District (County).  Representative Board Members from the District 
have been conducting outreach to these agencies with the goal of reaching formal 
agreements granting access to the facilities.   A list of steps the District has 
undertaken is outlined below.   

1. District Resolution in Support of Underground Storage Project and Water Right 
Applications 

On July 24, 2024 Shandon San Juan Water District approved a formal resolution in 
support of taking all necessary steps to secure access to facilities needed to support 
and complete its recharge projects in the Paso Robles Subbasin in an effort to meet 
the goals and objectives of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan.    
 
2. District outreach with Public Agencies 

a. July 9, 2024 meeting with City of San Luis Obispo 

At a July 9 meeting with two District Board members and staff from the City of San 
Luis Obispo regarding the District’s application for water from the Salinas at the 
Salinas Dam, City staff expressed appreciation for the clarification provided on the 
project.  City Staff emphasized that their primary concern is that the District’s  
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project not impair the City’s prior water rights in any way, such as reducing late season surface flows in 
the Salinas between the dam and the confluence with the Nacimiento.  While none of us could identify 
how this might be possible, we agreed this issue could probably only be resolved to the satisfaction of 
the City through a study.  It was also discussed that if the District’s application resulted in more water in 
the Paso Basin, the draw of water away from the Salinas surface flow might be reduced, thereby 
extending the period of time when the City could store water.  This possibility would logically be 
addressed in the same study, which the District will pursue. 

The Corps has leased operation of the dam to the County for the benefit of the City.  The City has 
existing water rights for 45,000 acre-feet of storage (the Salinas Dam currently only stores under 24,000 
acre-feet).  The Salinas Dam is not a designated flood control facility and the Corps is currently 
investigating the feasibility of transferring ownership to the City or County, both of which are 
investigating the installation of spillway gates in increase the capacity of the dam to about 45,000 acre-
feet and a dam retrofit to meet seismic safety requirements.  

At the July 9th meeting, the City staff specifically expressed their desire to be collaborative with regard to 
water management throughout the County, recognizing its significant role in the Paso Basin’s efforts to 
achieve sustainability.  However, City staff stated that they were not comfortable with the legal risks 
associated with making any public statements in the near future regarding the District’s application.  

b. July 18, 2024 meeting with San Luis Obispo County Supervisors and Staff  

On July 18, 2024, two board members of the Shandon-San Juan Water District (District) met with two 
County Supervisors and six County staff members invited by those supervisors to review and discuss the 
District’s two water rights applications.  After the District representatives explained the history of making 
the applications and the intent that the supplemental water help address the need to bring the Paso 
Basin into sustainability under SGMA, there were questions for clarification.  Following that, County staff 
expressed its feeling that the City of San Luis Obispo was a key interested party and that the County 
would need to include the City in all its decision making.  Notwithstanding that, County staff also 
expressed the opinion that supplemental water from the District’s applications would benefit the Paso 
Basin and help meet the requirements of SGMA.  

 One Supervisor expressed the opinion that these applications were consistent with the blended treated 
wastewater reuse projects of the cities of Paso Robles and San Luis Obispo that were to help meet the 
local Groundwater Sustainability Plans and “needed to happen”.  Both the Supervisors and staff 
expressed a desire that the County, City and District schedule a joint meeting with the State Water 
Resources Control Board staff to explain concerns and make sure State staff thoroughly understood 
what each party’s issues were in order for the District’s applications to ultimately be approved.   

County staff reported at the July 18th meeting that the Corps has repeatedly expressed a strong desire for 
the Salinas Dam to be transferred to a local governmental entity, presumably the County or the County 
Flood Control and Water Conservation District (governed by the Supervisors).  The County met with the 
Corps in March of 2024 and described the meeting as “positive” and “fruitful” for the transfer of 
ownership but following that the Corps was unresponsive to further County inquiries.  Staff changes at 
the Corps were believed to be a major reason for the lack of responses, but County staff remain 
confident that the transfer will eventually go through. 
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 Another issue raised by one Supervisor at the July 18th meeting was the concern about who might retain 
ownership of the supplemental water.  The District explained that the applications intend that the water 
diverted would be the first water extracted, so while there is no intent to relinquish rights to return flows 
there would be no water from the applications remaining in the Paso Basin at the end of a year.  This 
appeared to satisfy the Supervisor, subject to confirmation at a later date. 
 
At the end of the July 18th meeting with the County, it was agreed that the County would next work to 
set up a meeting with the District and City officials to continue this dialog.  That would then be followed 
by a request to meet with SWRCB staff.  The Supervisors appeared willing to revisit the County’s letter of 
opposition to the District’s applications in the near future, as the Board membership has changed since 
the letter was adopted.  One Supervisor stated that the District’s applications needed “to go through” at 
this point in order to provide adequate time for the key parties, including all the GSAs, to collaboratively 
work through the applications and other opportunities for supplemental water, included treated 
wastewater, State Water Project water and expanding the Salinas Dam. 
 
3. District Outreach with Landowners 

The District has conducted some outreach with local landowners and received a letter of support from a 
local landowner whose property is adjacent to one of the sites that has been identified for groundwater 
recharge associated with Application A033190.  The owner has provided a letter of support as well as 
stated he is willing to enter into an agreement with the District granting access to his right-of-way as 
well as his property for purposes of constructing necessary facilities to divert storm flows for recharge.  
While this agreement is specific to A033190 the District is committed to reaching similar agreements 
with landowners and other interested parties to seek consensus and cooperation with its efforts to 
secure supplemental water for the Paso Robles Subbasin. 
 
4. Legal Options to Obtain Access 

If cooperation does not eventually result in permissive access, our Board will rely upon the letter dated 
July 2, 2024 from our legal counsel regarding authority to access to Nacimiento Reservoir and Pipeline, 
including Regulation § 775 (Right of Access Over Lands Not Owned by Applicant) provides that, “When 
the owner will not consent, the board may require satisfactory evidence of the applicant’s ability 
through condemnation proceedings or otherwise to secure the necessary right of access before the 
application will be approved.” 
 
Since the Corps does not operate the Salinas Dam and does not have retained flood control authority, 
and since the authority over the dam is reasonably expected to be transferred to local authority, the 
District does not need to exercise powers of condemnation against the Corps. 
 
The Shandon-San Juan Water District is a California Water District (Water Code Sections 34000 et seq.) 
and as such has the ability through condemnation proceedings to secure the necessary right of access.  
Under section 35407,  a District may commence and maintain any actions and proceedings to carry out 
its purposes or protect its interests and may defend any action or proceeding brought against it.  That 
includes, under sections 35600 and 35627, actions to condemn interest in real property using the 

javascript:submitCodesValues('35407.','12.5.2.1','1951','390','',%20'id_304d9295-2921-11d9-a6d8-d26807e29bc0')


SSJWD Application A033189 and Application A033190 
Page 4 of 4 
 

SSJWD    P.O. Box 150, Shandon, CA 93461     www.ssjwd.org      admin@ssjwd.org 
 

District’s power of eminent domain.  The District has the authority to condemn property even if it is 
already dedicated to a public use.  (CCP § 1240.510).  

 
Furthermore, under California Water Code section 1810 et seq., commonly referred to as the Wheeling 
Statutes, public agencies are prohibited from making unused capacity within their conveyance systems 
unavailable to others, subject to payment of fair compensation of such use.  Conveyance systems 
include facilities that provide for temporary storage of the water to be conveyed.  Therefore, pursuant 
to the Wheeling Statutes, the County and City would be required by California law to accommodate the 
District’s need to move water through Salinas Dam facilities to transfer the water that is the subject of 
the District’s permit.   
 
Based on the foregoing the District has the ability to secure the necessary right of access as required by 
Regulation §775.  Notwithstanding the legal authorities outlined above that would compel access to the 
Salinas Dam facilities, the District is committed to acquiring access through outreach and negotiations.  
Also, notwithstanding the County’s letter of opposition, the District believes that changes in the 
members of the Board of Supervisors will eventually result in the withdrawal of that opposition.  That 
opinion is based on earlier meetings of District Board members with each of the current Supervisors.  
The District believes that there will be opportunities for the District, County and City to work together to 
improve facilities and share expenses to their mutual benefit.  In that same spirit of cooperation, both 
the City and County have expressed interest in the District eventually participating financially in the 
installation of the Salinas Dam gates and sharing in the increased availability of stored water. 
 
While the deadline for acceptance of the District’s applications is less than a week away, we conclude 
that all parties are now committed to continue working together on a variety of solutions to the Paso 
Robles Groundwater Basin sustainability issues, including our efforts to secure unappropriated water 
from the Salinas and Nacimiento watersheds. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Willy Cunha 
Chairman 
 
Attachments:   July 24, 2024 Shandon-San Juan Water District Resolution 24-002 

July 2, 2024 Letter from SSJWD Legal Counsel, Young Wooldridge 
  July 9, 2024 Letter from Jon & Samantha Cagliero 
  Map – Cagliero Property, Cagliero Easement-Welsona Road 
 
Cc:  Diane Wagner, Wagner & Bonsignore 
        Alan Doud, Young Wooldridge 
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SHANDON-SAN JUAN WATER DISTRICT 
SHANDON-SAN JUAN GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

RESOLUTION 24-002 
SECURING ACCESS FROM PROPERTY OWNERS AT ALL LOCATIONS WHERE DISTRICT 

INFRASTRUCTURE IS NEEDED  
WATER RIGHTS APPLICATIONS A331189 and A331190                                                                          

 
RECITALS: 

1. The Shandon-San Juan Water District has applied for water rights on the Nacimiento and Salinas 
Rivers. 

2. In order to secure access to the water for which the District has applied, it will be necessary to 
first secure access from the owners of the property and facilities at all locations where District 
infrastructure is required. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF SHANDON-SAN JUAN WATER DISTRICT does hereby 
resolve, declare and order as follows:  

1. The District is committed to engage with landowners and owners of facilities to cooperatively 
obtain access to all locations necessary to implement the projects contemplated under water 
rights applications A331189 and A331190. 

2. To improve communications with landowners, facility owners and the public, the District will 
share all relevant information and plans related to its water rights applications with the public, 
San Luis Obispo County, Monterey County, City of San Luis Obispo and its partner GSAs. 

3. The District will take all steps necessary to secure access to facilities needed to support and 
complete its recharge projects in the Paso Robles Groundwater subbasin and support and 
engage in other recharge projects that will help meet the goals and objectives of the 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan. 
 

All the foregoing being on motion of Director Sinton, seconded by Director Shady, and authorized by the 
following vote, to wit: 
 

AYES:        5 
 

NOES:        0 
 
ABSTAIN:   0  
 
ABSENT:     0  
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution is the resolution of said District as duly passed and 

adopted by said Board of Directors on July 24, 2024. 
 

WITNESS my hand of said Board of Directors, July 24, 2024.        

 

 

 

 ___________________________________ 

   Stephanie Bertoux 
 Secretary of the Board of Directors 

 



THE LAW OFFICES OF 

 
A Limited Liability Partnership • Est. 1939 

 
 

July 2, 2024 
 

 
Via email to:  ssinton@ssjwd.org 
 
Mr. Steve Sinton 
Director 
Shandon-San Juan Water District 
 
 

Re: Authority to Access Nacimiento Reservoir and Pipeline 
 
 
Dear Mr. Sinton: 
 
This responds to your request for information concerning the Shandon-San Juan Water District’s 
ability to secure access to the Nacimiento Pipeline and use available capacity in the Pipeline and 
the Nacimiento Reservoir.  This information is needed in connection with the District’s Water 
Right Application A033190. 
 
The District is informed that its application includes as a deficiency that the District has not 
provided in writing that it has secure the access rights required under 23 CCR § 775.  Specifically, 
the District is instructed to obtain and provide written documentation from the Monterey County 
Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) of its willingness to engage in access negotiations.   
 
You have informed us that MCRWA has made it abundantly clear that if any unappropriated water 
exists in the Nacimiento watershed that it wants that water for itself.  You have also informed us 
that while the District has had discussions with some of MCWRA’s board members and staff, as 
well as a Monterey County Supervisor, and is committed to continue to engage in discussions 
regarding the unappropriated water that is the subject of the District’s application, it is apparent 
that the MCWRA is not going to make written commitment to allow the District to use its facilities. 
 
23 CCR § 775 provides that, “When the owner will not consent, the board may require satisfactory 
evidence of the applicant’s ability through condemnation proceedings or otherwise to secure the 
necessary right of access before the application will be approved.” 
 
The District is a California Water District for and existing pursuant to Water Code Section 34000 
et seq.  As such, the District has the ability through condemnation proceedings to secure the 
necessary right of access. 
 
 



Steve Sinton 
Page 2 of 2 
 
 
Under section 35407,  a District may commence and maintain any actions and proceedings to carry 
out its purposes or protect its interests and may defend any action or proceeding brought against 
it.  That includes, under sections 35600 and 35627, actions to condemn interest in real property 
using the District’s power of eminent domain.  The District can attempt to condemn property even 
if it is already dedicated to a public use.  (CCP § 1240.510).  
 
Further, under California Water Code section 1810 et seq., commonly referred to as the Wheeling 
Statutes, public agencies are prohibited from making unused capacity within their conveyance 
systems unavailable to others, subject to payment of fair compensation of such use.  Conveyance 
systems include facilities that provide for temporary storage of the water to be conveyed.  
Therefore, the Wheeling Statutes could be invoked to accommodate the District’s need to move 
water through MCWRA’s facilities to transfer the water that is the subject of the District’s 
application.  These same legal authorities are applicable to the owners and operators of the 
Nacimiento Pipeline, which include the Nacimiento Project Commission, governed by the San 
Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, City of Paso Robles, 
Templeton Community Services District, Atascadero Mutual Water Company and City of San 
Luis Obispo. 
 
The foregoing present options for securing necessary access rights to the District as required by 
23 CCR §775.  Notwithstanding the legal authorities outlined above that could compel access to 
the Nacimiento facilities, we are informed that the District is committed to acquiring access 
through outreach and negotiations, and that the District intends for there to be opportunities for the 
District and MCWRA to work together to improve facilities and share expenses to their mutual 
benefit.  We remain available to assist the District in these discussions. 
 
 

Very truly yours,       

                      
      Alan F. Doud 
 
 
 

 



Cagliero Wnqtards, Inc. &
Cagliero Ranches, Inc
8625 North River Road
Paso Robles, CA 93146

To: Shandon-San Juan Water District

My name is Jon Cagliero and I own ranch and farming property within the Paso

Robles Groundwater Basin (the Basin). I am familiar with the efforts of the Shandon-San

Juan Water District (District) to secure supplemental water for the Basin from the
Nacimiento and Salinas rivers and understand that one identified potential recharge site
lies within the boundaries of my property. I support the efforts of the District to recharge

the basin and am willing to work with the District to complete facilities needed to
implement its recharge efforts.

I own a 60' right of way from Wellsona Road (a San Luis Obispo County road) to my

ranch. Wellsona Road, which used to cross the Salinas River, currently goes east from
North River Road (which runs along the east side of the Salinas River) for about 2.4 miles

to Airport Road. My right of way begins approximately .9 miles east of North River Road

(at 35" 41'44.8";120' 39'53") and goes north for about% mile (to 35" 42'12";120"
39'53") to the ranch. From there, my ranch goes continuously north and east and crosses

the Estrella River. I have included a map of my ranch and easement for your reference.

I am interested in allowing the Shandon-San Juan Water District to use this right of
way as well as to cross my property to reach the Estrella River recharge area Site #1 with a

pipeline or other appropriate conveyance facility. I believe this recharge project will
benefit me personally and all the water users of the Basin in general.

Sincerely,

DATE: July 7 ,zozq

Cagli

Samantha Cagliero

DATE tuly 1 ,2024
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Exhibit 2. Potentially Impacted Parcels 

 

 



List 
Number

Assessor Parcel 
Number (APN)

Parcel Size 
(Acres) 

Owner Name Property Address Mailing Address

1 070-221-063 204.55 USTIN ERIK FK None 2301 SHIRE LN, DAVIS, CA 95616

2 070-221-038 9.75 ANSLEY SANDRA L
4550 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
4550 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

3 070-341-014 79.17 DEERING JANAE
4922 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
PO BOX 426, SANTA MARGARITA, 

CA 93453

4 070-341-014 79.17 DEERING JANAE
4922 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
PO BOX 426, SANTA MARGARITA, 

CA 93453

5 070-351-031 20.9 TREISE J CARL
4555 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
PO BOX 1492, SLO, CA 93406

6 070-201-022 215.74 JH PRESLEY CO GENERAL CONTRS
3610 PARKHILL RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
STAR RT BOX 24 B, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

7 070-233-015 40.77
SEVERTSON PAUL & SUSAN 

SCHAFER 2018 TRUST
3560 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
3570 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

8 070-351-030 22.76 TREISE CARL J None PO BOX 1492, SLO, CA 93406

9 070-221-044 33.23 WENDORFF TIMOTHY J TRE ETAL
4490 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
8570 CASANOVA, ATASCADERO, 

CA 93422

10 070-233-019 33.61 HEWITT-TURNER TRUST
3040 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
114 S FREMONT ST, SAN MATEO, 

CA 94401

11 070-221-010 78.24 PARSONS BERENICE TRUST
4680 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
PO BOX 238, SANTA MARGARITA, 

CA 93453

12 070-233-014 49.26
PARSONS FAMILY TRUST - 

SURVIVORS TRUST
3610 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
3610 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

13 070-233-024 39.73 HUNTER SHARON A
3595 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
3595 LAS PILITAS, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

14 070-221-064 13.27 USTIN ERIK FK
4044 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
2301 SHIRE LN, DAVIS, CA 95616

15 070-233-046 8.98
THOMPSON BEVERLY L LIVING 

TRUST
None

3700 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 
MARGARITA, CA 93453

16 070-221-023 116.43
KAHLER ALBERT & MARGARET 

FAMILY TRUST
4230 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
6629 N FERGER AVE, FRESNO, CA 

93704

17 070-233-045 34.59 USTIN ERIK FK None 2301 SHIRE LN, DAVIS, CA 95616

Potentially Impacted Parcels for Application A033189
Santa Margarita Pipeline
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List 
Number

Assessor Parcel 
Number (APN)

Parcel Size 
(Acres) 

Owner Name Property Address Mailing Address

Potentially Impacted Parcels for Application A033189
Santa Margarita Pipeline

18 070-233-045 34.59 USTIN ERIK FK None 2301 SHIRE LN, DAVIS, CA 95616

19 070-351-032 18.85 TREISE CARL J
4550 VISTA DEL LAGO PL,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
PO BOX 1492, SLO, CA 93406

20 070-221-028 15.02 DECOU BABETTE C
4382 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
6705 SANTA LUCIA RD, 

ATASCADERO, CA 93422

21 070-341-026 35.21 LOPEZ DONALD
4749 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
4749 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

22 070-233-052 154
PARSONS FAMILY TRUST-

SURVIVORS TRUST
3993 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
3610 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

23 070-233-052 154
PARSONS FAMILY TRUST-

SURVIVORS TRUST
3993 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
3610 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

24 070-221-043 126.67
YANT VIRGINIA L REVOCABLE 

LIVING TRUST
4420 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
4440 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

25 070-221-043 126.67
YANT VIRGINIA L REVOCABLE 

LIVING TRUST
4420 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
4440 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

26 070-233-023 9.48
THOMPSON BEVERLY L LIVING 

TRUST
3700 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
3700 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

27 070-233-062 52.89 JOHN GEORGETTE A
3285 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
3333 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

28 070-233-011 53.35 HAYES DANIEL G
3151 PARKHILL RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
914 CENTRAL AVE, ALAMEDA, CA 

94501

29 070-341-017 79.3 ZEM LLC A CA LLC
4635 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
304 DORSEY CT, PASO ROBLES, CA 

93446

30 070-233-017 39.97
WILSON BERT A & CELESTE F REV 

LVG TR-EXEMPTION TR
3232 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
3232 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

31 070-341-023 26.41 LARSEN PILITAS TRUST
4785 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
4785 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

32 070-233-038 45.33 TREJO STEVAN J
3651 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
3651 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

33 070-233-002 182.13 BUNDY CARL A TRUST 
2880 PARKHILL RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
2880 PARKHILL RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

34 070-233-002 182.13 BUNDY CARL A TRUST
2880 PARKHILL RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
2880 PARKHILL RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
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List 
Number

Assessor Parcel 
Number (APN)

Parcel Size 
(Acres) 

Owner Name Property Address Mailing Address

Potentially Impacted Parcels for Application A033189
Santa Margarita Pipeline

35 070-233-002 182.13 BUNDY CARL A TRUST
2880 PARKHILL RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
2880 PARKHILL RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

36 070-233-018 34.73
HETRICK GERALDINE J LIVING 

TRUST
3130 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
3130 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

37 070-233-065 24.14 HOLT ELIZABETH S
3055 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
PO BOX 900, SANTA MARGARITA, 

CA 93453

38 070-341-024 21.84
GEARHART RICHARD & LINDA 

FAMILY TRUST
4825 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
4825 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

39 070-221-040 1.04
YANT VIRGINIA L REVOCABLE 

LIVING TRUST
4440 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
4440 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

40 070-341-027 4.01 HORNER JOHN R
4730 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
4730 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

41 070-233-036 52.96
THOMPSON BEVERLY L LIVING 

TRUST
3700 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
3700 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

42 070-233-064 40.01 HOLT ELIZABETH S
3075 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
PO BOX 900, SANTA MARGARITA, 

CA 93453

43 070-341-001 3.96 PARSONS BERENICE TRUST
4670 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
PO BOX 238, SANTA MARGARITA, 

CA 93453

44 070-233-001 89.33 PECK & ANDREWS FAMILY TRUST
3130 PARKHILL RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
2490 W POZO RD, SANTA 
MARGARITA, CA 93453

45 070-233-001 89.33 PECK & ANDREWS FAMILY TRUST
3130 PARKHILL RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
2490 W POZO RD, SANTA 
MARGARITA, CA 93453

46 070-233-016 40.15 JACKSON ERIC L
3540 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
2819 WEDGWOOD DR, PASO 

ROBLES, CA 93446

47 070-341-013 428.41
HOBSON BROTHERS PACKING 

COMPANY LLC
5020 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
PO BOX 25010, VENTURA, CA 93002

48 070-341-013 428.41
HOBSON BROTHERS PACKING 

COMPANY LLC
5020 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
PO BOX 25010, VENTURA, CA 93002

49 070-233-063 20.72 HOLT ELIZABETH S
3085 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
PO BOX 900, SANTA MARGARITA, 

CA 93453

50 070-233-037 2.58 WAGNER RICHARD & AUDIE None
870 MORNINGSIDE DR #G221, 

FULLERTON, CA 92835

51 070-341-025 35.59
BORBA ROBERT J & VERONICA J 

FAMILY REVOCABLE TRUST
4755 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
4755 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
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List 
Number

Assessor Parcel 
Number (APN)

Parcel Size 
(Acres) 

Owner Name Property Address Mailing Address

Potentially Impacted Parcels for Application A033189
Santa Margarita Pipeline

52 070-341-021 17.71
HUDSON CYRIL S JR & CYNTHIA L 

REVOCABLE LIVING TR
4770 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
4770 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

53 070-233-010 7.6 CLARK BROOK
3095 PARKHILL RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
3130 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453

54 070-233-026 47.28
WILSON BERT A & CELESTE F 
REVOC LVG TR-SURVIVORS T

3253 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 
MARGARITA, CA 93453

3232 LAS PILITAS RD, SANTA 
MARGARITA, CA 93453

55 070-233-053 557.52 WAGNER RICHARD E
3851 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
870 MORNINGSIDE DR #G221, 

FULLERTON, CA 92835

56 070-221-065 107.63 USTIN ERIK FK None 2301 SHIRE LN, DAVIS, CA 95616

57 070-341-022 15.05 LUNDBERG JOHN E III
4830 LAS PILITAS RD,  SANTA 

MARGARITA, CA 93453
PO BOX 622, SANTA MARGARITA, 

CA 93453
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Attachment 5 4 Application A033189 
 

Shandon-San Juan 
Water District 

Service Area Place 
of Use 

Source: SSJWD 

Date: 1/2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shandon-San Juan 
Water District 

Service Area Place 
of Use 

Source: SSJWD 

Date: 1/2021 
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